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It’s Awards Nomination Time Again 

Nominations for 2019 WSSPC Awards are now open. Recognize outstanding 

colleagues and projects that have had an impact on seismic risk reduction with a 

nomination for the WSSPC Awards in Excellence, Lifetime Achievement Award, or 

WSSPC Leadership Award. The nomination deadline is January 4, 2019. Nomination 

forms and eligibility guidelines can be found on the website at: https://www.wsspc.org/

awards/call-nominations/ 

 

WSSPC Executive Director Position 

After nearly 20 years as Executive Director, Patti Sutch has announced her retirement 

at the end of 2018.  The following is the announcement placed in numerous 

professional and job seeking sites.  The deadline for applying is October 15, 2018, and 

interviews will be conducted in Sacramento November 15-16, 2018.  Please circulate 

widely. 

 

The Western States Seismic Policy Council (WSSPC) is currently seeking qualified 

applicants to fill the position of Executive Director. 

WSSPC is a federally funded nonprofit consortium comprising 13 states, 3 U.S. 

territories 1 Canadian territory and 1 Canadian province. It seeks to promote regional 

cooperation and interaction between members and the public in the formation of, and 

advocacy for, seismic policy. 

The Executive Director is the key management leader of WSSPC. The Executive 

Director is responsible for overseeing the administration, programs and strategic plan 

of the organization. Other key duties include grant writing, conference planning, and 

public outreach. The position reports directly to the Board of Directors. 

 

Responsibilities of the Executive Director  
1. Applying for and coordinating the yearly grant application process with FEMA. 

This includes preparing work plans and budgets, detailed reporting on monthly and 

quarterly projects and finances, and verbal interaction with FEMA. This may 

include occasional trips to Washington, D.C.  

2. Providing member communication and community outreach through preparation of 

a quarterly newsletter, monthly bulletins, a website, participation in local exhibits, 

and interaction with other earthquake research and information sharing institutions 

and consortia. 

3. Identifying potential affiliate members and maintaining relations with them. 

4. Having responsibility for the ongoing financial affairs of WSSPC. This includes 

preparing detailed income and expense reports; coordinating grants from WSSPC 

to various member government agencies for projects and providing oversight; 

maintaining the office through payments of rent, purchasing and maintaining 

equipment, etc. as well as all paperwork pertaining to salaries and benefits.  
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5. Supervision of one (or more) full time employees, and determining their work 

responsibilities. 

6. Coordinating the seismic policy activities of the three WSSPC committees (Basin 

and Range, Tsunami, and Engineering/ Construction & Codes). This includes 

determining which policies need to be reviewed and providing updates based on 

committee recommendations. 

7. Obtaining members’ input and preparing a bi-annual survey of policy 

implementation. 

8. Organizing Board meetings and the WSSPC Annual Meeting. The annual meeting is 

held offsite and includes coordination with other organizations to ‘dove tail’ 

WSSPC’s meeting with theirs to provide economies of scale relating to hotel and 

meeting room costs. 

Our current office lease will be ending within 2 ½ years. The new Executive Director 

will be charged with finding and setting up new office space. The Executive Director 

may also need the skills to seek out additional grant opportunities in order to provide 

the additional funding the future office space may require. 

 

Professional Qualifications 

Besides accounting, organizational skills and the ability to work independently with 

minimal oversight from a volunteer board, the Executive Director must have a sincere 

interest in seismic safety, demonstrated by a working background in this type of work. 

He or she preferably has professional experience as a geologist, engineer, emergency 

planner, policy maker or in non-profit management. 

 A bachelor’s degree in geosciences, emergency management, non-profit 

management or a related field 

 Demonstrated transparent and high integrity leadership 

 Five or more years management experience 

 Solid, hands-on, budget management skills, including budget preparation, analysis, 

decision-making and reporting 

 Strong organizational abilities including planning, delegating, program 

development and task facilitation 

 Ability to convey a vision of WSSPC’s strategic future to staff, board, partners and 

the public 

 Skills to collaborate with and motivate board members and other volunteers 

 Strong written and oral communication skills, including public speaking and grant 

writing skills 

 Demonstrated ability to oversee and collaborate with staff 
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To Apply 

This is a full time position, with excellent health and retirement benefits, working from 

our downtown Sacramento, California office. Salary is negotiable, based on 

experience. 

Provide a letter of interest and resume to WSSPC, 801 K Street, Suite 1236, 

Sacramento, CA  95814. Deadline for application is October 15 and interviews will be 

conducted November 15-16, 2018 in Sacramento. 

WSSPC is an Equal Opportunity Employer – M/F/D/V. All qualified applicants will 

receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, gender, 

national origin, disability status, gender identity or expression, sexual orientation, 

protected veteran status, family & medical leave, or any other characteristic protected 

by law. 

 

WSSPC Program Manager Resigns  

Erin Mommsen is resigning from the Program Manager position at WSSPC. She has 

been with the company for a little over two years, and is returning to Nebraska to be 

closer to family. Her last day is September 4, 2018. 

 

Tim Walsh Retires 

Tim Walsh is retiring from the Washington Geological 

Survey where he worked as the chief hazards geologist. He 

has practiced geology in Washington for more than 34 years 

and taught geology at South Puget Sound Community 

College for 28 years. He is a licensed engineering geologist 

in the state of Washington. He was one of the founding 

members of the National Tsunami Hazard Mitigation 

Program in 1996. Tim is also a member of the Washington 

State Seismic Safety Committee, a member of the Pacific 

Northwest steering committee of the Advanced National 

Seismic System, and a board member and treasurer of the Cascadia Region Earthquake 

Workgroup.  We wish him the best in his retirement! 

Corina Forson will be acting as the Geologic Hazards Manager for the time being. Western States 
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Online:  www.wsspc.org   |   Twitter: @WSSPC   |   Facebook: www.facebook.com/WSSPC    

 

Questions? Email:  news@wsspc.org  
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EVENTS AND CONFERENCES 

 
AEG 61st Annual Meeting/13th IAEG 

Congress 

September 17-21, 2018 

San Francisco, California 

http://www.aegweb.org/mpage/iaeg18m 

 

NEMA Annual Forum 

October 1-4, 2018 

Savannah, Georgia 

https://www.nemaweb.org/index.php/forums-

meetings/save-the-date 

 

Earth Science Week 

October 14-20, 2018 

 

Executive Director Application Deadline 

October 15, 2018 

 

Great ShakeOut 

October 18, 2018 

 

FLASH National Disaster Resilience 

Conference 

November 7-9, 2018 

Clearwater Beach, Florida 

http://flash.org/

nationaldisasterresilienceconference/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17th U.S.-Japan-New Zealand Workshop on 

the Improvement of Structural Engineering 

and Resilience (ATC-15-16) 

November 12-14, 2018 

Queenstown, New Zealand 

https://www.atcouncil.org/atc-15-16 

 

WSSPC Board Meeting and Executive 

Director Interviews 

November 15-16, 2018 

Sacramento, California 

 

Seismological Society of America (SSA) 

Annual Meeting 

April 23-26, 2019 

Seattle, Washington 

 

National Earthquake Program Managers 

Meeting 

April 22-26, 2019 

Salt Lake City, Utah 
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