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Western States Seismic Policy Council 
Annual Business Meeting 

BP Energy Center 
Anchorage, Alaska 

July 21, 2014 
 

MINUTES 
 
Call to Order and Establishment of Quorum: 
John Parrish called the meeting to order and Patti Sutch read the roll call to establish a quorum.  A 
telephone conference call was set up for those who could not attend in person. 
 
Present were: (+ denotes voting for their agency and/or holding a proxy for another member) 
+Rick Allis, Utah Geological Survey 
Doug Bausch, DHS/FEMA Region VIII 
+Wendy Blackwell, New Mexico Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Management 
+Bob Carey, Utah Division of Emergency Management 
+Mike Conway, Arizona Geological Survey 
Sheila Curtis, Utah Division of Emergency Management 
James Goltz, California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (retired) 
Colleen Gonzales, Western States Seismic Policy Council (temporary) 
+Rob Jackson, Colorado Earthquake Hazard Mitigation Council 
+Richard Koehler, Alaska Division of Geological and Geophysical Surveys 
+Dan Koning, New Mexico Bureau of Geology and Mineral Resources 
Keith Knudsen, U.S. Geological Survey 
+Kate Long, California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services 
Bill Lund, Utah Geological Survey 
+Ron Lynn, Nevada Earthquake Safety Council 
+John Madden, Alaska Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management 
+Vicki McConnell, Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries 
+Pete McDonough, Utah Seismic Safety Commission 
+Matt Morgan, Colorado Geological Survey 
+Dave Norman, Washington State DNR Division of Geology and Earth Resources 
++John Parrish, California Geological Survey 
++Kevin Richards, Hawaii State Civil Defense 
+Althea Rizzo, Oregon Emergency Management 
+++John Schelling, Washington Military Department, Emergency Management Division 
+Robert “Buzz” Scher, Alaska Seismic Hazards Safety Commission 
Patti Sutch, Western States Seismic Policy Council 
 
A total of 23 agencies were represented, establishing a quorum. 
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Approval of Minutes: 
MOTION: To approve the Minutes of the Annual Business Meeting May 3, 2013 (John Madden). 
SECOND: Ron Lynn. 
VOTE: Unanimously approved. 
 
Executive Director Report: 
Website: The website has been redesigned and moved to a WordPress platform.  There is now a working 
“Members Only” password-protected webpage for the adopted policy recommendations that have the 
full internal sections.  The page is accessed from the top of the home page and by using the log-in of 
“2014SeismicMember”. 
 
Awards: The schedule for Awards nominations is posted on the WSSPC website home page. 
Nominations will open September 1. 
 
WSSPC finances: WSSPC has about $2000 more cash on hand than last year, due to an increase in the 
number of supporting Affiliate members, now up to 12. 
 
FEMA Cooperative Agreement:  There are currently 3 fiscal years in play.  Our current FY13 agreement 
ends July 31, and for the first time in my 15-year history, we have not been able to spend all of the 
money.  Both the state projects piece of $25K and the WSSPC operations amount of $225K will be 
underspent. Our new cooperative agreement for FY14 starts August 1 in the amount of $275,500 (with 
$50,500 allocated to state projects) but we have not received an announcement for applying.  At the 
same time FEMA has asked the states to provide a list of projects they want to accomplish through the 
earthquake consortia and other partners for FY 15.  Those projects will be used to backfill the FY14 work 
plan when they are decided upon by FEMA. 
 
John Madden commented that the FEMA Risk Reduction program has competing priorities, and that the 
technical review of projects would be accomplished by non-technical people.  Kate Long added that they 
would lose travel funds and have added administrative fees from the vendors.  She described that the 
state earthquake program managers were preparing at the request of Art Faulkner, a CUSEC Director, a 
white paper on the status of the national earthquake program that would be sent to the National 
Emergency Management Association (NEMA) for their consideration and support for reinstating state 
assistance funding directly to the states.  Jim Goltz offered to share the white paper (or abstract talking 
points) with the next ACEHR (Advisory Committee on Earthquake Hazards Reduction) meeting at the end 
of August. 
 
WSSPC Board of Directors Election: 
John Parrish reviewed the slate of candidates for the 2014-2016 Board.  John Madden and Dave Norman 
have agreed to run again; Vicki McConnell will step down and John Metesh from Montana has agreed to 
be a candidate.  There is still an emergency manager vacancy on the Board; John Madden will ask his 
colleagues to find a Director who will serve on the Board.   
MOTION: To approve the candidates for the 2014-2016 Board of Directors (Kevin Richards). 
SECOND: Ron Lynn. 
VOICE VOTE: Unanimously in favor. 
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Committee Reports: 
Basin and Range Province – The Chair was not available, and so John Parrish agreed to circle back 
around to this committee report after the other reports were given. 
 
Engineering, Construction, and Building Codes – Chair Ron Lynn noted that the committee had 4 
meetings this year, and he hopes to establish a pattern of calls every other month.  The group looked at 
policy recommendations 14-3 and 14-4. Ron suggested creating a policy to recommend incentives for 
seismic safety and developing communities of interest to see the benefits of mitigation. Another policy 
suggestion is to have a recommendation for non-ductile concrete buildings. He suggested that there 
should be earthquake engineering questions on the engineering exams, and professional development 
hours credit for earthquake engineering. Ron asked what the status was of the policy recommendation 
survey; he desired to use the results as examples of best practices. Patti Sutch replied that she would be 
following up on that once there was a replacement for the Program Manager. Kevin Richards asked that 
the personnel who respond to the survey and those who they communicated with at the state are listed. 
 
Tsunami Hazard Mitigation – John Schelling reported out for the Chair Vicki McConnell.  Their 
committee reviewed policy recommendations 14-1 and 14-7, suggesting changes related to local 
tsunami sources and current and future expansion of earthquake early warning.  John Madden gave an 
overview of the Alaska Shield exercise recently held.  Schelling noted that Gary Chock’s work on the 
ASCE-7 Committee is expecting the tsunami appendix in the building codes to be implemented by 2020.  
Vicki McConnell reported that the Tsunami Warning and Education Reauthorization Act was 
reintroduced in the U.S. Senate and was in committee in the House of Representatives. 
 
Basin and Range Province – Dan Koning reported out for Chair Bill Phillips. The committee voted to 
sunset policy recommendation 11-2 and table 14-2 for a re-write and re-introduction in 2015. Policy 
recommendation 14-5 was approved with a plan to move it forward as a proposal to FEMA for a funded 
project to be managed by WSSPC. Bob Carey and Sheila Curtis from Utah are taking the lead. Bill Lund 
announced the Basin and Range Province Seismic Hazards Summit III to be held January 12-17, 2015 in 
Salt Lake City. The Utah Geological Survey is the host of the fully-funded summit that will be consultant-
directed.  There will be 7 technical sessions with 30 speakers and a field trip to the Wasatch fault. 
 
Adoption of Policy Recommendations: 
Policy Recommendation 14-1:  Improving Tsunami Public Education, Mitigation, and Warning 
Procedures for Distant and Local Sources 
MOTION: To adopt policy recommendation 14-1 as revised (Ron Lynn). 
SECOND: John Schelling. 
VOTE: Unanimously in favor with one abstention by Hawaii. 
 
Policy Recommendation 14-2: Definitions of Fault Activity for the Basin and Range Province 
MOTION: To sunset policy recommendation 11-2, table 14-2 and rework it for 2015 (Jim Goltz and Vicki 
McConnell). 
SECOND: Pete McDonough. 
VOTE: Unanimously in favor. 
 
Policy Recommendation 14-3: Earthquake Monitoring Networks 
MOTION: To adopt policy recommendation 14-3 (Ron Lynn). 
SECOND: Rob Jackson. 
VOTE: Unanimously in favor. 
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Policy Recommendation 14-4: Identification and Mitigation of Unreinforced Masonry Structures 
MOTION: To adopt policy recommendation 14-4 (Ron Lynn). 
SECOND: Bob Carey. 
VOTE: Unanimously in favor. 
 
Policy Recommendation 14-5: Earthquake Emergency Handbook for First Responders and Incident 
Commanders 
MOTION: To adopt policy recommendation 14-5 (Bob Carey). 
SECOND: Ron Lynn. 
VOTE: Unanimously in favor. 
 
Policy Recommendation 14-7: Earthquake Early Warning Systems 
MOTION: To adopt policy recommendation 14-7 as amended by the Tsunami Hazard Mitigation 
Committee (Richard Koehler). 
SECOND: John Schelling. 
VOTE: Unanimously in favor. 
 
Review of 2015 Policy Recommendations: 
Next year there will be at least 2 policy recommendations to review: 15-1: Earthquake Planning 
Scenarios and 15-2: Developing Earthquake Risk-Reduction Strategies. Patti will send out an email when 
these draft policies are available to review. 
 
FEMA Report: 
Doug Bausch reported that there will be a July 29 hearing of the House Subcommittee on Research and 
Technology on the National Earthquake Hazards Reduction Program (NEHRP). The NEHRP Strategic Plan 
needs to be updated; there will be a meeting of the Advisory Committee on Earthquake Hazards 
Reduction (ACEHR) August 18-19. 
 
FEMA will start its FY15 calls with the states in July. Eligible project activities remain the same.  States 
must submit their projects to the FEMA Regions by August 15, and Regions submit their 
recommendations to FEMA headquarters by August 31. 
 
Doug is working with Mark Petersen of the USGS to update the new seismic hazard maps and develop a 
HAZUS module that will be web-enabled to provide broad access.  The module will not include tsunamis. 
 
U.S. Geological Survey Report – Keith Knudsen 
The USGS Earthquake Hazards Program budget is $54M, down from an average of $70.3M per year over 
30 years with a spike in 2009 due to ARRA funding. The USGS is investigating induced seismicity in 
Oklahoma as part of a larger initiative on hydraulic fracturing, and has just released the 2014 National 
Seismic Hazard Map and UCERF3 with California.   Their budget request included almost $3M for rapid 
disaster response capabilities, including earthquake early warning, which remains highly visible to 
Congress.  The Earthquake Information Timeline as to when post-earthquake information becomes 
available has shrunk such that a ShakeMap can be produced within 5 to 10 minutes after an earthquake, 
PAGER within 10 to 20 minutes, and HAZUS loss estimates within 1 to 2 hours. Shake Cast Reports 
provide situational awareness for ground shaking at critical facilities.  ShakeAlert is currently in beta 
testing and select individuals and agencies are receiving early warning alerts as the system is being 
tested. Finally, Keith noted the uncertainties faced by the USGS in the future. His presentation will be 
available on the “Members Only” portion of the WSSPC website. 
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Alaska Shield Exercise – John Madden 
John summarized some of the important lessons of the recently held exercise, stressing the need for a 
national approach to preparedness.  Issues that arose were:  

 How swiftly the Federal government could respond after an event 

 How to use full resources to determine the viability of the land 

 How to quickly consider and apply land use policies and construction practices 

 How to access information quickly to make rapid decisions 

 How to use the opportunity to make recommendations to decision makers. 
 
Adjournment – John Parrish 
There being no new business, the meeting was adjourned by John Parrish. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Patricia L. Sutch 
WSSPC Secretary 
 
 
 
 


