
  

 

Summer 2015 
e-Newsletter 

July 2015 

 

WSSPC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

2014-2015 

JOHN G. PARRISH, CHAIR 

MARK GHILARDUCCI 

PETE MCDONOUGH 

JOHN METESH 

DAVE NORMAN 

MIKE O’HARE 

BRAD RICHY 
 

PATRICIA  L. SUTCH 

Executive Director 

MICHELLE BATES 

Program  Manager 

 

WSSPC MEMBERS 

ALASKA  • AMERICAN SAMOA  

ARIZONA • BRITISH COLUMBIA  

CALIFORNIA • COLORADO 

GUAM • HAWAII 

IDAHO • MONTANA 

NEVADA • NEW MEXICO 

NORTHERN MARIANAS • OREGON 

UTAH • WASHINGTON 

 

In This Issue 

News ....................................2 

Research ..............................7 

Preparedness .......................8 

People & Transitions ......... 10 

Additional Resources 

 & Publications ............... 10 

Conferences, Workshops, 

 & Events ........................ 11 

 

 

Western States 

Seismic Policy Council 

801 K Street, Suite 1236  

Sacramento, CA 95814  

Phone: 916-444-6816 
Fax: 916- 444-8077 

2015 WSSPC Awards Winners Honored 
The Awards luncheon was the highlight of the 2015 WSSPC Annual Meeting, held at the 

Hilton in Pasadena, California.  It was the annual opportunity to honor the hard-working 

efforts to reduce earthquake risk by those selected from nominations received by the 

WSSPC Board.  John Parrish, California State Geologist and WSSPC President, hosted 

the awards ceremony.   

 

Bill Mabie, California Deputy Secretary 
of State accepted the Overall Award in 

Excellence for Legislation for Alex 

Padilla.  

Special award given to John Parrish, 
WSSPC Board Chair, who will retire 

from the Board when his term expires 

this year. 

Cathy Cavyell accepted the Multijurisdictional 
Award for the Alaska Department of Homeland 

Security & Emergency Management’s Alaska 

Shield Earthquake Exercise. 

Cindy Henderson (right) and Heather Holt (left) pose 
with Lori Dengler after jointly accepting the Award for 

Educational Outreach for Prepare Del Norte’s Tsunami 

Week. 

Ann Gravier accepted an award 

for John Madden, WSSPC 

Vice Chair, who is also leaving 

the Board. 
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Napa Earthquake Tax Relief Bill Unanimously 

Passes Senate 

 

California Senate Bill 35 by California State Senator 

Lois Wolk (D-Davis) and Assembly member Bill 

Dodd (D-Napa) to aid residents and businesses 

affected by the August 24, 2014 South Napa 

Earthquake unanimously passed off the Senate Floor 

on April 9, 2015 to the Assembly.  This bill extends 

excess disaster loss provisions to the losses sustained 

in Napa, Solano, and Sonoma Counties which will 

allow taxpayers to amend their previous year's return 

to claim those 

loses and 

generate a refund 

this year.  This 

results in a tax 

refund that can 

be immediately 

used to rebuild 

from the 

earthquake.  "It's 

only fair that we 

provide 

individuals who 

suffered property 

damage in 

August's 

earthquake, but 

don't yet know 

the extent of that 

damage, more time to calculate their losses," Senator 

Wolk stated.  The bill was amended June 16 in the 

Assembly, read twice and re-referred to the 

Committee on Revenue and Taxation, where it now 

resides.   

 
References: 

 

http://www.davisvanguard.org/2015/02/wolk-and-dodd-team-up-

to-provide-napa-earthquake-tax-relief/ 

 
http://napavalleyregister.com/news/local/wolk-dodd-earthquake-

bill-passes-state-senate/article_14d780fa-5c89-5cb2-bf69-

5919f77ac24b.html 
 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml 

 

 

 

Afterslip After South Napa Earthquake 

 

The magnitude 6 earthquake that occurred on 

August 24, 2014 continues to affect the city of Napa.  

The main strand of the West Napa Fault Zone was 

initially thought to span 25 miles, but U.C. Davis 

scientists have mapped the fault 20 miles further to 

the north, reaching nearly to Calistoga.  Although 

the earthquake's epicenter was about 4 miles south 

of the city, the afterslip is occurring along the 

principal fault to the north of the epicenter.   

 

Ken Hudnut, a U.S. Geological Survey geophysicist 

and lead author of a report released to the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency, stated that the 

fault has moved at a steadily decreasing rate since 

the earthquake, but is expected to continue to slip 

between 2 to 6 inches in 

the next few years.   

 

This is the first time since 

the 1971 San Fernando 

earthquake that primary 

surface fault rupture has 

affected a populated 

residential community, 

and the first time ever that 

strong afterslip has been 

observed in this type of 

development.  The 

California Geological 

Survey is evaluating the 

fault traces that ruptured 

during the South Napa 

Earthquake, as well as others identified in 

previous mapping, for inclusion in Alquist-

Priolo Earthquake Fault Zones.  The purpose of 

these zones is to prevent the construction of 

buildings for human occupation across the trace of 

active faults so that what happened in Browns 

Valley is not repeated in this area.  Preliminary 

review zone maps are anticipated to be released this 

fall. 

 
References: 
 

http://www.earthmagazine.org/article/hazard-lingers-after-south-

napa-earthquake-0 
 

http://ww2.kqed.org/science/2014/12/19/next-napa-quake-could-

be-bigger-stronger/ 
 

Tim McCrink, California Geological Survey, personal 

communication 

NEWS 

Image: U.S. Post Office in Napa 
Karl Mondon/Bay Area News Group 

http://www.earthmagazine.org/article/hazard-lingers-after-south-napa-earthquake-0
http://www.earthmagazine.org/article/hazard-lingers-after-south-napa-earthquake-0
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Ventura Fault Capable of Producing a Major Earthquake 

In recent years, research has 

shown that the Ventura fault 

is capable of producing an 

earthquake as large as 

magnitude 8 as well as a 

tsunami with waves 

reaching 10-15 feet.  

Experts believe that the last 

sizeable earthquake in the 

Ventura area struck about 

800 years ago and is 

estimated to occur every 

400 to 2,400 years.  A large 

earthquake could breed a 

tsunami that begins in the 

Santa Barbara Channel and 

affect coastal communities 

in southern California.   

 

The California Geological 

Survey has been studying whether a revision to the tsunami hazard maps needed to be made.  They found that 

the inundation would be severe right along the coast but didn’t call for redrawing of the evacuation zones.  

"Mapping has been made from local and distance sources", said Rick Wilson, a CGS senior engineering 

geologist,   "and preliminary modeling did not need to be changed because it already prepares residents of 

Southern California with the worse case scenario". 

 
References:   

 

Rick Wilson of the California Geological Survey 

 

http://www.achangeinthewind.com/2014/01/ventura-stands-on-huge-dangerous-fault-system-vc-star.html 
 

http://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-ventura-fault-20150420-story.html#page=1 

Image: Ventura Basin Map 
http://www.achangeinthewind.com/ 

ATC-SEI 2nd Conference on Improving the Seismic Performance of Existing Buildings and Other 

Structures 
 

Registration is now open for the 2nd Conference on Improving the Seismic Performance of Existing Build-

ings and Other Structures to be held on December 10-12, 2015 in San Francisco, organized by the Applied 

Technology Council (ATC) and the Structural Engineering Institute (SEI) of the American Society of Civil 

Engineers (ASCE). The inaugural conference was held in 2009 and was a great success with 300 partici-

pants.  This second conference is filled with interesting plenary sessions with invited speakers, two and a 

half days of technical sessions, poster sessions, exhibitors, and an awards dinner celebrating Champions of 

Earthquake Resilience.  

 

Please view the Preliminary Conference Program or the conference website (www.ATC-SEI.org) for more 

information. 

 

WSSPC is proud to be a cooperating organization to this conference and our members will receive special 

member pricing. Registration prices go up August 1st, so register today to save money! 

http://www.achangeinthewind.com/2014/01/ventura-stands-on-huge-dangerous-fault-system-vc-star.html
http://www.ATC-SEI.org
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M4.8 Earthquake Shakes Las Vegas 

 

Just before the Memorial Day weekend on May 22, 

2015 at 11:47 a.m., a M4.8 earthquake shook Las 

Vegas, Nevada and surrounding areas.  The tremblor 

hit about 24 miles southwest of Caliente and could 

be felt in Utah, Arizona, and California as well.  The 

U.S. I-15 interchange, also known as the Spaghetti 

Bowl, the busiest stretch of road in the state, was 

closed for several hours after the shake.  The 

tremblor had dislodged the protective rubber 

encasing of a bridge seam, but the ramps were 

structurally sound.  After a thorough inspection, the 

Nevada Department of Transportation deemed all 

roads safe and opened them by 5 p.m.    

Nevada is ranked third in the nation behind 

California and Alaska for earthquake activity.  After 

the quake there wasn't a widespread inspection of 

the state's bridges because most of them are 

designed and engineered to withstand earthquakes 

and high winds.  Nevada has some of the best-rated 

bridges in the country with only 1.8 percent of their 

bridges classified as structurally deficient compared 

to the national average of 6 percent.   

 
References: 

 

http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/las-vegas/48-magnitude-

earthquake-shakes-las-vegas-spaghetti-bowl-ramps-have-

reopened 
 

http://www.usnews.com/news/science/news/articles/2015/05/22/

las-vegas-feels-magnitude-54-earthquake-100-plus-miles-away 

 

 

 

 

Albuquerque Releases Scenario for a Possible 

Catastrophic Earthquake  

 

Albuquerque, New Mexico is the location of a 

recently released magnitude 7.0 earthquake scenario 

on the Sandia-Rincon fault, as part of an ongoing 

initiative to develop a New Mexico Rio Grande Rift 

Catastrophic Earthquake Response Plan.  The city 

has been identified as one of 26 urban areas in the 

United States that has significant seismic risk.   

 

Using HAZUS, FEMA Region VI determined 

earthquake loss estimates that were based on two 

publications (Wong et al., 2004; Hitchcock et al., 

2007) that provided basic earthquake and 

liquefaction parameters in a region that includes 11 

counties, over 462,000 households and has a 

population of 1,168,796 according to the 2010 

Census Bureau data.  The scenario estimates 

possible damage results in building and lifeline 

inventory, critical facility inventory, and 

transportation and utility lifeline inventory.  More 

information on the scenario can be found at http://

fema.maps.arcgis.com/home/item.html?

id=8d3d484a237344b786a98d0aa25d6d28. 

 
Reference: 

 

FEMA Region VI 

Honoring Victims of the 1906 San Francisco 

Earthquake 

 

San Franciscans continue to honor the 3,000 or so 

people that perished in the April 18, 1906 

earthquake and subsequent fires.  Residents meet at 

5:12 AM, the exact time the earthquake struck 109 

years ago, at Lotta's Fountain which served as a 

meeting place post-quake.  This year, Mayor Ed Lee, 

San Francisco Police Chief Greg Suhr, and Fire 

Chief Joanne Hayes-White were among the people 

that attended the ceremony.  It is customary to place 

a wreath around the fountain, along with giving the 

legendary fire hydrant at 20th and Church Streets, 

credited with saving the Mission District from 

burning down, a fresh coat of gold paint.  It is 

believed that two survivors of the quake are still 

living. 

 
References: 
 

http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/How-to-honor-those-who-

died-in-1906-earthquake-6204875.php 
 

http://sanfrancisco.cbslocal.com/2015/04/18/tradition-continues-

with-events-to-commemorate-1906-san-francisco-earthquake/ 

Image: I-15-U.S. closed for inspection. 
www.reviewjournal.com 

http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/las-vegas/48-magnitude-earthquake-shakes-las-vegas-spaghetti-bowl-ramps-have-reopened
http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/las-vegas/48-magnitude-earthquake-shakes-las-vegas-spaghetti-bowl-ramps-have-reopened
http://www.reviewjournal.com/news/las-vegas/48-magnitude-earthquake-shakes-las-vegas-spaghetti-bowl-ramps-have-reopened
http://fema.maps.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=8d3d484a237344b786a98d0aa25d6d28
http://fema.maps.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=8d3d484a237344b786a98d0aa25d6d28
http://fema.maps.arcgis.com/home/item.html?id=8d3d484a237344b786a98d0aa25d6d28
http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/How-to-honor-those-who-died-in-1906-earthquake-6204875.php
http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/How-to-honor-those-who-died-in-1906-earthquake-6204875.php
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San Andreas: The Movie 

 

The San Andreas movie came out on May 29th, and 

while we've learned to take what Hollywood produces 

with a grain of salt, several organizations are using it as 

a means to enlighten about earthquake awareness and 

safety.  With the U.S. Geological Survey saying that the 

likelihood of California being hit with a magnitude 8 

earthquake over the next 30 years going up from 4.7 to 

7 percent, the movie comes at an opportune time.  "If 

San Andreas succeeds in reminding audiences 

everywhere that preparation is key to saving lives and 

reducing property damage caused by earthquakes, then 

it will be a true box office hit in our eyes, " said Janet 

Ruiz of the Insurance Information Institute. 

 

Ready.gov has prepared a Public Service 

Announcement with Dwayne Johnson that can be found 

at http://www.ready.gov/earthquakes.  Dwayne 

highlights "Drop, Cover and Hold On" in the event an 

earthquake happens. 

 

The Earthquake Country Alliance has also prepared 

innovative content to use the movie as a conversation 

starter for earthquake science and preparedness.  All of 

their information is located at: http://

earthquakecountry.org/sanandreas/. 

 
References: 
 

http://www.iii.org/press-release/coming-soon-san-andreas-movie-set-

to-rock-theaters-heighten-earthquake-awareness-051915 
 

http://www.ready.gov/earthquakes 

 

http://earthquakecountry.org/sanandreas/ 

Image: San Andreas movie poster 
Warner Bros. 

 

Earthquake Preparedness Bill Passed in Oregon 

 

Oregon State Senate Bill 85 allows local government to set up financial assistance programs for property 

owners looking to make seismic upgrades of multifamily residential dwellings, commercial or industrial 

buildings.  The bill was introduced in January and signed by Governor Kate Brown into law on May 4, 2015.  

The House vote was 49 yes, 2 no, and 9 not voting on the third reading held in April.   
 

References: 

 
http://gov.oregonlive.com/bill/2015/SB85/     

 

http://www.oregonlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2015/05/oregon_convention_center_hotel.html 

http://www.ready.gov/earthquakes
http://www.iii.org/press-release/coming-soon-san-andreas-movie-set-to-rock-theaters-heighten-earthquake-awareness-051915
http://www.iii.org/press-release/coming-soon-san-andreas-movie-set-to-rock-theaters-heighten-earthquake-awareness-051915
http://www.ready.gov/earthquakes
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U.N. Report Analyzes Ocean Telecom Cables for Monitoring Potential 

 

A report developed by the Science and Society Committee of three U.N. organizations lays out the case for 

incorporating sensors into submarine cables to serve both as communications infrastructure and a scientific 

basis for monitoring tsunamis, earthquakes and the world’s seafloor temperatures and circulation. 

 

“For an additional 5-10 percent of the total cost of any new cable system deployment, we could be saving lives 

from tsunamis and effectively monitoring global change.” said University of Hawaii Manoa’s Rhett Butler, 

Director of Hawaii Institute of Geophysics and Planetology and chair of the international committee tasked to 

evaluate the cable opportunity.  These cables are the backbone of the Internet, and the more than half million 

miles of the fiber-optic cable already crisscross the ocean floor linking 2.7 billion users.   

 

A cable-based worldwide network of seafloor sensors could enable the monitoring of the pressure of a tsunami 

as it passes the seafloor, allowing the measurement in real time.  Global earthquake monitoring has typically 

occurred on land, but an undersea cable system could significantly improve the resolution at which researchers 

could evaluate where and how much the earthquake moves over its fault surface thus understanding its tsunami

-generating potential.  

 

Researchers are proposing “greening” any new cables being built in the future.  Currently, the greatest 

challenges to the green cable effort remain the coordination, collaboration and funding, and how the cables 

would be treated by the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 

 
References: 

 

http://www.fibre-systems.com/feature/can-ocean-cables-go-green 
 

http://www.hawaii.edu/news/2014/10/28/u-n-task-force-says-new-ocean-telecom-cables-should-be-green/ 

 

http://www.itu.int/dms_pub/itu-t/opb/tut/T-TUT-ICT-2014-03-PDF-E.pdf 

Michelangelo's David to get Earthquake-Proof Pedestal 

 

In December of 2014, the Tuscan region of Italy was hit by more 

than 200 tremors leading to the Italian government's decision to 

spend 200,000 Euros (approx. $177,000 USD) on a new plinth to 

support Michelangelo's statue of David.  “The earthquake in 

Florence fortunately did not damage the government’s cultural 

assets, but it has made the need to approve this project even more 

urgent. “A masterpiece like David must not be left to any risk” 

Dario Franceschini, the culture minister, said after announcing the 

funding to save the statue.  Scientists have already reported that 

the statue was in danger of collapsing because of tiny fractures in 

its ankles.  Special two square marble plinths lined with spheres 

that are designed to roll to protect them from earthquake shaking 

were already developed for 2,500 year old bronze statues in the 

southern city of Reggio Calabria. 

 
Reference: 

 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/italy/11307082/

Michelangelos-David-to-get-earthquake-proof-pedestal.html 

Image: Michelangelo’s David 
http://www.slowtuscany.it/ 
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RESEARCH 
 

 

Haida Gwaii Likely Location of Future Large 

Earthquake; BC Lagging on Earthquake 

Preparedness 

 

New research after the 2012 Haida Gwai earthquake 

has led to the conclusion that the portion of the 

Queen Charlotte fault to the south of the islands is 

now the likely location of a future large quake and 

tsunami, according to Thomas James, a researcher 

with the Geological Survey of Canada.   The 2012 

earthquake exhibited thrusting instead of the 

expected strike slip motion, and relieved some of the 

tectonic strain but it also increased pressure to 

the south.  While the timeline is unknown, 

British Colombia is due for a powerful 

subduction earthquake. 

 

These research findings were published 

shortly after the British Columbia Ministry of 

Justice and Attorney General released a report 

by former California Office of Emergency 

Services Director Henry Renteria, a consultant 

to the provincial government, on the state of 

earthquake preparedness in the province. The 

report’s Executive Summary notes that, 

“Overall, stakeholder feedback reflected 

serious concerns regarding B.C.’s 

preparedness for a catastrophic earthquake, 

public and institutional apathy, a lack of 

resources devoted to the issue, and the need 

for additional leadership.”  This conclusion 

mirrored previous reports on the topic; 8 

recommendations were provided for 

implementation. The report is available on the BC 

government’s website. 

 
References:    
 

http://globalnews.ca/news/1923225/experts-determine-likely-

future-earthquake-source/ 
 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/british-columbia/south-of-

haida-gwaii-likely-location-of-future-earthquake-tsunami-

experts/article23810128/ 

 

Thomas S. James et al., May 2015, Special Issue on the 2012 
Haida Gwai and 2013 Craig Earthquakes at the Pacific-North 

America Plate Boundary (British Columbia and Alaska): 

Seismological Society of America Bulletin, V. 105, No. 2B. 
 

https://news.gov.bc.ca/stories/government-takes-continued-action

-on-earthquake-preparedness 
 

http://www.embc.gov.bc.ca/em/hazard_preparedness/earthquake/

prep-consult-report/pdf/prep-consultation-report.pdf 

Hayward and Calaveras Faults Could Make One 

Big Earthquake 

 

Northern California’s next major earthquake could 

be one that not long ago was not even considered 

possible.  The Hayward and Calaveras faults have 

been modeled separately as to the size of earthquake 

that could be possible, but haven’t been modeled as 

a unit that could rupture all the way through both 

faults. Recent research published in the journal 

Geophysical Research Letters by U.C. Berkeley 

seismologist Estelle Chaussard has made this a 

distinct possibility, shedding light on the complex 

zone of interaction of the Hayward and Calaveras 

faults, and upping the anticipated magnitude from 

6.9 to 7.3.  

 

 

The intersection of the faults lie in a remote area 

north of San Jose where there are landslides and 

vegetation that mask the creep on the faults, and no 

creep measurements had been made there.   

 

Using InSAR images from 1992 to 2011, Chaussard 

measured the fault creep on both faults, and was able 

to map the direct surface connection between them 

(dashed line in image).  Creep on the Hayward fault 

continues 15 km further south than previously 

thought, meeting up with the Calaveras fault.  

 

To investigate the connection at depth, using 

characteristically repeating earthquake (CRE) 

sequences, she found that repeating shallow micro-

quakes lined up with the surface connection but 

deeper quakes lined up on a straight plane that 

Image: Calaveras and Hayward faults 
Estelle Chaussard/UC Berkeley  
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There are so many ways to stay connected! 

 

Online- www.wsspc.org 

Twitter-  @WSSPC 

Facebook- www.facebook.com/WSSPC 

 

PREPAREDNESS 

joined the Hayward and Calaveras faults as a single 

structure (dotted line in image). An earthquake 

resulting from a combined rupture on the Hayward 

and Calaveras faults could be much more destructive 

than originally thought. 
 
References: 
http://www.weather.com/science/news/two-california-fault-lines-

linked-meaning-potentially-larger-earthquakes 

 
http://blogs.kqed.org/science/2015/05/28/two-faults-could-make-

one-big-earthquake/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earthquake-Proof Cellphone Towers Required in 

Los Angeles 

 

On May 8, 2015, the Los Angeles City Council 

unanimously passed a law that would require new 

cellphone towers to be able to withstand large 

earthquakes and continue 

working after they've 

been subjected to 

shaking.  Los Angeles 

has a population of 

almost 4 million people 

and mobile connectivity 

would be needed by 

residents as well as 

emergency responders 

and personnel in time of a 

crisis.  The plan is only 

directed towards new cell 

towers because 

retrofitting the older ones 

would cost just as much 

as producing a new one.  

Cellphone companies 

estimate that the added 

cost would be about 5 to 10 percent more per tower.  

Los Angeles City Councilman Bob Blumenfield, the 

author of the bill, pointed to possible state tax credits 

to supplement the cost.   

 
References: 

 
http://abc7.com/politics/los-angeles-requiring-earthquake-proof-

cellphone-towers/708375/ 

 

http://leaseadvisors.com/blog/Los-Angeles-First-to-Earthquake-

Proof-Cellular-Towers 

Smartphones Tested for Earthquake Warning 

Network 

 

Countries that are unable to afford higher quality 

earthquake early warning systems will be able to use 

crowdsourced smartphone data to receive advance 

notice.  Scientists at the U. S. Geological Survey, 

California Institute of Technology, University of 

Houston, Carnegie Mellon University-Silicon 

Valley, and the NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory are 

researching a system that uses crowdsourced 

measurements from the GPS sensors in smartphones 

and tablets.  The smartphones will be less accurate 

than scientific-grade equipment, but are still able to 

detect permanent ground movement caused by an 

earthquake of magnitude 7 or larger.   

 

Earthquake early warning systems are operating in 

only a few regions although much of the world is 

susceptible to damaging earthquakes.  Mexico and 

Japan have earthquake early warning systems in 

place and California passed a bill in 2013 to have an 

earthquake early warning system implemented in 

coming years.  These 

systems are very 

expensive, and this 

new technology with 

the use of 

smartphones is an 

affordable solution.  

The U.S. Agency for 

International 

Development has 

agreed to fund a pilot 

project in 

collaboration with the 

Chilean Centro 

Sismologico 

Nacional, to test a pilot hybrid earthquake 

warning system using both stand-alone 

smartphone sensors and scientific-grade sensors 

along the Chilean coast. 

 
References: 

 

http://www.slashgear.com/nasa-uses-smartphones-to-create-

earthquake-warning-network-13378570/ 

 

http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/news/news.php?release=2015-124 

 

Image: Earthquake proof tower 
ABC News 

http://www.wsspc.org
https://twitter.com/wsspc
https://www.facebook.com/WSSPC
http://www.weather.com/science/news/two-california-fault-lines-linked-meaning-potentially-larger-earthquakes
http://www.weather.com/science/news/two-california-fault-lines-linked-meaning-potentially-larger-earthquakes
http://blogs.kqed.org/science/2015/05/28/two-faults-could-make-one-big-earthquake/
http://blogs.kqed.org/science/2015/05/28/two-faults-could-make-one-big-earthquake/
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Earthquake Preparedness Campaigns in Nevada and California 

 

Clear Channel Outdoor (CCO) teamed up with the Western States Seismic Policy Council and the U. S. 

Geological Survey to launch separate earthquake preparedness campaigns in Nevada and California.   

CCO and WSSPC produced 5 digital billboards that ran in the month of May focusing on the “Drop, Cover and 

Hold On” campaign and directing Reno and Carson City residents to the ShakeOut.org/Nevada website for 

more information.  The four-week run yielded 321,837 spots for the 8-second message, and almost 1.9 million 

impressions. The campaign was supported with FEMA NEHRP funding.  

 

CCO and USGS also produced digital billboards that displayed during the month of April to provide the public 

with critical earthquake safety information in Southern California, the highest risk region of earthquakes in the 

nation.  The billboards directed residents to visit the Earthquake Country Alliance's website 

EarthquakeCountry.org for more information. 

 
Reference: 

 

http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=4193&from=rss#.VXCYAlJLX3g 

 

 

Image: One of Nevada’s five digital billboard displays in May 2015. This one is along U.S. 395.  

http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=4193&from=rss#.VXCYAlJLX3g
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PEOPLE & 

 TRANSITIONS 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

& PUBLICATIONS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Norman, the Washington State Geologist 

and Oil and Gas Supervisor will be the new WSSPC 

Board Chair. He is replacing John Parrish after he 

retires from the Board when his term expires this 

year.   

 

Karen Berry, the Colorado State Geologist and 

Colorado Geological Survey Director is a new 

WSSPC Board Member. 

 

Mike O'Hare is the new Director  of the Alaska 

Department of Homeland Security and Emergency 

Management. He replaced John Madden whose last 

day was May 15 and who also retired as the WSSPC 

Vice Chair.  Mike has also agreed to serve out John 

Madden’s term on the WSSPC Board. 

 

Andrew Phelps is the new Director  of the Oregon 

Office of Emergency Management within the 

Oregon Military Department.  He also serves as the 

Governor's Authorized Representative for disaster 

declarations. 

 

Brad Livingston is the new Division 

Administrator of the Montana Disaster and 

Emergency Division.  His military career began in 

1973 and he has been serving as the Assistant 

Adjutant General since 2009.  

 

Arthur "Joe" Logan is the new Director  of the 

Hawaii Emergency Management Agency.  He 

assumed the position of Adjutant General of Hawaii 

on January 1 of this year.   

 

Pete Mulvihill  is the inter im Chief and 

Homeland Security Advisor for the Nevada Division 

of Emergency Management and Homeland Security. 

 

Susan Newman, Seismological Society of America 

Executive Director will be retiring later this year.  

She has served the society for 45 years.   

 

George Priest, a geologist at the Oregon 

Department of Geology and Mineral Industries will 

be fully retired by August 31.  He has been with the 

department since 1979.  His duties as lead on the 

DOGAMI tsunami program will be taken on by Dr. 

Jonathan Allan of the Newport, Oregon DOGAMI 

Coastal Field Office. 

After more than 30 years of service to the 

organization and the profession, Chris Rojahn is 

stepping down as Executive Director of the Applied 

Technology Council. In the near-term, Chris will 

continue on as Director Emeritus, providing ongoing 

assistance in the transfer of operational activities. 

 

In his place, Jon A. Heintz will step into the role of 

Executive Director. Jon came to ATC after more 

than 15 years in structural engineering practice, and 

has been leading ATC’s technical development 

activities as Director of Projects for the past 10 

years. 

 

In May 2015, Ayse Hortascu was promoted to the 

position of Director of Projects. 

 

 

 

 

FEMA P-1024 CD 

Performance of Buildings and Nonstructural 

Components in the 2014 South Napa Earthquake 

https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/

documents/103966 

 

Repair of Earthquake-Damage Masonry Fireplace 

Chimneys: South Napa Earthquake Recovery 

Advisory, FEMA DR-4193-RA1, January 2015, 

available from Applied Technology Council,  

ATC-125 

https://www.atcouncil.org/images/

ChimneyRecoveryAdvisory.pdf 

 

Congressional Research Service 

Congressional Primer on Responding to Major 

Disasters and Emergencies 

https://www.hsdl.org/?view&did=765973 

 

In response to the magnitude-7.6 Gorkha earthquake 

in Nepal, the Applied Technology Council is 

providing a 120-minute recorded webinar on the 

Second Edition of the ATC-20-1 Field Manual: 

Postearthquake Safety Evaluation of Buildings, for 

free viewing. 

https://www.atcouncil.org/video-atc-20-building-

eval-webinar 

https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/103966
https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/103966
https://www.hsdl.org/?view&did=765973
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2015 National Tsunami Hazard Mitigation 

Program Summer MES/MMS Subcommittee 

Meetings and Workshop 

July 13-15, 2015 

San Diego, California 

For additional information: http://nws.weather.gov/

nthmp/2015mesmms/index.html 

 

2015 Annual Natural Hazards Center Meeting  
July 19-22, 2015  

Broomfield, Colorado  

For additional information: www.colorado.edu/

hazards/workshop  

 

Nevada Earthquake Safety Council Meeting 

August 5, 2015 

Location TBD 

 

California Seismic Safety Commission 

August 13, 2015 

Sacramento, California 

For additional information: http://

www.seismic.ca.gov/ 

 

CIPR Summer Event: All Things Earthquake and 

NAIC Summer National Meeting 
August 14, 2015 

Chicago, Illinois 

 

The event will be hosted by Oklahoma Insurance 

Commissioner John Doak and cover the following 

topics: 
 

-Earthquake exposures and challenges 

-Scientific support for and against the proposition that fracking 
causes earthquakes 

-Ground water contamination issues related to fracking 

-Opposing views on fracking and loss mitigation for earthquake 

exposure 
-Regulatory experiences and concerns with earthquakes 

-The role of mitigation in addressing earthquake exposure 

 

For additional information: http://www.cvent.com/

events/cipr-summer-event-all-things-

earthquake/event-summary- 

1f1ec90ea60a47658b1b24fa50f6303a.aspx 

 

2015 Southern California Earthquake Center 

Annual Meeting 

September 13-16, 2015 

Palm Springs, California 

For additional information: http://www.scec.org/

meetings/ 

 

2015 Association of Environmental and 

Engineering Geologists Annual Meeting  
September 19-26, 2015  

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania  

For additional information: www.aegweb.org 

 

2015 National Emergency Management Agency 

Annual Forum 

September 28-October 1, 2015 

Miami, Florida 

Registration now open until September 7. 

For additional information: http://nemaweb.org/

index.php/registration 

 

Nevada Earthquake Safety Council-Utah Seismic 

Safety Commission Meeting 

November 10, 2015 

Reno, Nevada  

 

WSSPC Board Meeting 

November 18, 2015 

Sacramento, California 

 

2016 EERI Annual Meeting 

April 5-8, 2016 

San Francisco, California 

For additional information: https://www.eeri.org/ 

 

Publication of this e-Newsletter was funded through 

FEMA Cooperative Agreement EMW-2014-CA-00189-S01.  

 

If you have a newsworthy item for our e-Newsletter, please forward it to 

Michelle Bates, Program Manager at: news@wsspc.org 

CONFERENCES, 

WORKSHOPS & EVENTS 

http://nws.weather.gov/nthmp/2015mesmms/index.html
http://nws.weather.gov/nthmp/2015mesmms/index.html
http://www.colorado.edu/hazards/workshop
http://www.colorado.edu/hazards/workshop
http://www.seismic.ca.gov/
http://www.seismic.ca.gov/
http://www.cvent.com/events/cipr-summer-event-all-things-earthquake/event-summary-
http://www.cvent.com/events/cipr-summer-event-all-things-earthquake/event-summary-
http://www.cvent.com/events/cipr-summer-event-all-things-earthquake/event-summary-
http://www.aegweb.org
http://nemaweb.org/index.php/registration
http://nemaweb.org/index.php/registration
https://www.eeri.org/

