Meeting for Seismic Safety Commissions, Councils and Boards

National Earthquake Conference and EERI Annual Meeting

Peabody Hotel

Memphis, Tennessee

April 11, 2012
Background

The Western States Seismic Policy Council (WSSPC) has arranged for an evening meeting for representatives from all State Seismic Safety Commissions, Councils and Boards in the U.S. at the joint National Earthquake Conference and EERI Annual Meeting in Memphis, Tennessee, on Wednesday evening, April 11, 2012.  The last meeting of all of the Commissions was held at the 2008 National Earthquake Conference in Seattle, but representatives from the WSSPC Commissions have met annually since then and have found it valuable to share information, initiatives, and effective seismic policies.  

The West Tennessee Seismic Safety Commission is hosting the meeting and Peter McDonough, Member of the Utah Seismic Safety Commission is facilitating the discussion with Cliff DeBerry, Chair of the West Tennessee Seismic Safety Commission.

The purpose of the 2012 workshop is to continue to facilitate communication between and among all of the commissions, share best practices in a cost-effective manner, and discuss future goals and actions that will reduce earthquake risks to life and property.  There is no limit to the number of commission members who may attend, but an RSVP is requested.  

Prior to attending, the questionnaire below needs to be filled out by each state with an active seismic safety commission and returned to Gary Patterson, Executive Officer of the West Tennessee Seismic Safety Commission, at glpttrsn@memphis.edu by March 15, 2012.  The resulting information will be circulated amongst those attending the workshop so that the discussion can be more focused.

Proposed Meeting Agenda

Agenda:

6:00 p.m. – 6:30
Icebreaker hosted by West Tennessee Seismic Safety Commission

6:30 – 7:00
Opening, Call to Order, Roll Call, Approval of Agenda, Introductions

7:00 – 8:30
Making Commissions more effective 

· Areas of common interest and challenges

· Motivating commissioners

· Working on a minimal budget

· Communicating the Risk to the Public

· How can we help each other – Fostering Communication



Products and Policies

· Effective Products, Policies, and Initiatives

· Model Legislation to share

· What WSSPC policies have proved useful

· Are there policy gaps, needs, or initiatives that multiple commissions could be more effective by collectively tackling?

8:30 – 9:00
New Business and Final Comments

Questionnaire for State Seismic Safety Commissions, Councils, 

and Boards

Please complete electronically by filling in answers directly on this page, and email to Gary Patterson, West Tennessee Seismic Safety Commission Executive Officer, at glpttrsn@memphis.edu.  The information will be shared with other participants attending the meeting and posted on the WSSPC Seismic Commissions web page (http://www.wsspc.org/members/seismic.shtml).

1. Name of State Seismic Commission (SSC) Council, or Board:
Provide web URL, if applicable.

Current contact information for the SSC (name, phone, email).
2.   SSC Status and Activity:


How often did the SSC meet during the last 12 months?

What are the active committees or working groups?

How is the SSC supported/funded?


How broad/large is the active membership (numbers and agencies represented)?

What is the legal status of the SSC; how are members appointed; what is their duration and are they compensated?

3. Recent Achievements (since 2008):

List educational or advisory products produced or facilitated by the SSC.

Has there been a specific policy emphasis? (i.e., schools, URM, etc.).
Have you influenced any state or local government policy changes?

How has the SSC supported NEHRP goals?

Can you give examples demonstrating successful seismic risk reduction as a result of recent SSC activity?

4.   Marginal or Unsuccessful Initiatives

Are there any examples of initiatives that were not as successful as hoped, that could be instructive for other SSCs?  (Describe).
5. Current and Future Goals and Issues for the SSC

(Describe challenges, opportunities).
6. What topics would you like discussed at the 2012 National Earthquake Conference meeting?

a.

b.

c.

Who will be attending the workshop from your SSC? (name, phone, email for each).

7. Additional Comments
