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California may be the first state in the nation to implement an earthquake early warning system. Over
the last two years, the United States Geological Survey has supported research efforts at the University
of California Berkeley, Caltech, and the University of Southern California to develop algorithms to
analyze an evolving seismic sequence with the goal of providing accurate and reliable early warnings to
communities at risk. In addition to this research, the California State Assembly may soon consider
legislation that would initiate the development of an earthquake early warning system, possibly for the
state’s new high speed rail project that will connect San Diego, Los Angeles and San Francisco.
Currently, only Japan has a nationwide earthquake early warning system which was initiated in October
2007. This panel will present and discuss earthquake early warning as a new and developing technology
including sociological and public policy implications, Japan’s experience in the development and
implementation of its system, and what is envisioned for California.
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